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Plastic plea
to shoppers

by TOM WEATHERILL
SHOPPERS are being
urged to take their
plastic containers back
to the supermarket to
campaign for more
recycling.

Colchester Friends of
the Earth has been cam-
paigning at the Hythe
Tesco store in Colchester,
calling for recycling faci-
lities for plastic contai-
ners and juice cartons —
the remaining waste left
over in the black sacks
after Colchester kerbside
recycling.

The group is calling on
Shoppers to take bags full
of washed plastic con-
tainers and cartons to the
supermarket, give them
back to the Manager for
recycling and ask for recy-
cling containers to be pro-
vided.

It also wants Tesco and
other  supermarkets  to
lobby the Government for a
proposed plastic bag tax to
cut the use of throwaway
plastic bags and promote
bags for life and cloth bags.

Paula Whitney, co-ordi-
nator for Colchester
Friends of the Earth, said:
"Huge profits are made
from packaging — a lot of
which is unnecessary — was-
ting energy and valuable oil-
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based plastics; contributing
to climate change, waste
disposal costs and pollu-
tion."

The group's action fol-
lows the launch of a cam-
paign by the National Fed-
eration of Women's Insti-
tutes, which is demanding
a reduction of unnecessary
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and excessive food packa-
ging.

NFWI  chairman Fay
Mansell said: "WI members
want  supermarkets  to
reduce unnecessary packa-
ging and put the environ-
ment first.

"I urge the public to join
our campaign and return
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unnecessary and excessive
packaging to supermar-
kets. Climate change is one
of the biggest threats facing
our world today.
"Supermarkets must
take action now to reduce
the packaging which, as
landfill waste, releases
greenhouse gases."



