Letsrecycle.com on Essex Stanway Hall Quarry site approval by Essex County 
Council for 250,000 tonnes p.a. MBT plants, landfilling the 200,000 tonnes 
p.a. residues for 25 years, with a further 12 years landfilling the void 
when the MBT plant is removed.  The landfill site will have to have normal 
landfill lining, leachate and methane controls.  It would be a hugely costly 
double process. 

An Anaerobic Digestion (AD) plant for 50,000 tonnes p.a. of garden and food 
waste is also approved on the site, wasting the electricity generated to run 
the MBT plants and wasting the clean compost as landfill cover.  Points 
against this are:  1)  Garden waste should be collected separately for local 
windrow composting to be used locally - this is much cheaper;  2)  AD is a 
liquid composting process suitable for putrescible wastes such as foodwaste 
and not suitable for most woody garden waste;  3)  AD should not be 
positioned at a landfill site where it will increase HGV movements 
unnecessarily - the Government supports farmers setting up AD, to include 
animal slurry etc, and use the compost onfarm. 

Officers could see no problem with the increased HGV traffic added to the 
Stanway congested roads with concentrated housing, schools, a shopping 
complex, new house-building and a proposed business park.  On the south side 
of the Stanway Hall Quarry site is Colchester Zoo, across a busy single lane 
road to Maldon. 

An extra HGV every two minutes will be added to the current HGV movements on 
the narrow Warren Lane.  These waste lorries are dumping at the Bellhouse 
Pit landfill site on the opposite side of Warren Lane.  This current 
operating landfill site has just been given an extension till 2022 by the 
same ECC committee at the previous August meeting. 

This is quite a good letsrecycle.com article.  It follows some excellent 
press coverage of our demo on the county hall steps before the Essex County 
Council meeting on the Friday before last.  We had front page East Anglian 
Daily Times on the Saturday;  whole page article and picture in daily 
Gazette - which noted that the MBT plant would be bigger than six football 
pitches;  and excellent article and colour picture in weekly Standard.  Plus 
letters in EADT, Gazette and Standard from Stanway former LibDem councillor 
Peter Thompson and me. 

BBC TV Look East hotfooted over to Colchester on the Saturday after the 
meeting, and went over to the massive quarry site with me.  They had some 
good pictures on the 5.30pm news - they specifically wanted me to talk about 
recycling being better than MBT!!! 

The massive quarry site had not got landfill permission before and was in 
local plans for lowlevel restoration for agricultural use, and later for 
lowlevel restoration for leisure use.  It is bordered on the south side by a 
busy road with Colchester Zoo on the opposite side, with the SSSI Roman 
River valley behind the Zoo.  Essex County Council officers and councillors 
can no longer ever say 'we are running out of landfill'! 

One inaccuracy in the letsrecycle.com article is - thank goodness - that ECC 
hasn't actually awarded a contract to Cory for disposal of municipal waste. 
Cory would need the waste disposal contract in order to build and operate 
the plant. 

ECC and the district councils in the three Essex area Joint Waste Committees 
have put a bid in for PFI funding for two waste plants.  The bid is for two 
massive MBT plants at Rivenhall Airfield and Basildon, for about half a 
million tonnes each, which basically shred and dry residual 'black bag' 
rubbish, reducing its weight by about 20%.  It also includes an incinerator 
to burn 250,000 tonnes p.a. of the polluting Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF), or 
Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) produced by the MBT plants. 

This latter proposal only came out in the public domain after the May local 
elections - Lord Hanningfield pledged 'no incineration' when the 
Conservatives swept into power in a landslide victory on a 'no incineration' 
manifesto and vociferous campaign in 2001.  He tells people now they only 
pledged not to have 'massburn' incineration and Cllr Peter Martin, the ECC 
Cabinet member for waste says it's lovely climate-friendly 'energy from 
waste'! 

The third component of the PFI bid is a costly central MRF on the waste 
disposal site, to mechanically sort commingled (mixed) recyclables.  The 
Rainham MRF cost £4.5 million.  Councils then have to pay a gate fee, which 
at Haverhill has risen to £120 per tonne.  They have to pay to transport 
these commingled recyclables and do not get the income from the recyclate - 
aluminium fetches around £800 per tonne.  Much of the compacted recyclables 
are contaminated and become low value, with some being landfilled or burnt. 

To feed these energy-wasting costly MRFs ECC wants three area 5- or 10-year 
privatised collection contracts for the 12 Essex collection councils, most 
of which have inhouse council collections.  They want three wheelie bins per 
home to collect the commingled (mixed) recyclables, garden waste (which 
would mean foodwaste too of course later) and residual 'rubbish' to deliver 
to the waste disposal sites as the waste disposal contractor requires it. 

A new 'Campaign for Real Recycling' has been set up by paper, glass, plastic 
and aluminium reprocessors, together with recycling groups such as CRN and 
Friends of the Earth.  This supports separated kerbside collections of 
garden waste, recyclables and food waste, sorted at the kerb and baled or 
composted locally for good quality recyclate and compost.  It supports using 
suitable vehicles for collecting materials which use less fuel, cutting 
transport pollution and costs. 

The other slight inaccuracy in the letsrecycle.com article is that the 
twelve Essex districts actually 
landfilled less than 450,000 tonnes last year - 446,314 tonnes to be 
precise.  They only quoted me from a phone call, so it's not surprising it's 
slightly inaccurate. 

Following the letsrecycle article, Robin Mannering, the news editor of the 
Surveyor Magazine emailed for a quote to flesh out the quote about 'putting 
the lid on recycling'. 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator, Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth. 

