The powers that be have decreed that we, in Britain today, are facing a growing waste mountain and energy crisis.  Instead of legislating to eliminate unnecessary waste, and actively promoting sustainable, renewable, safe energy, Councils are being encouraged to kill 2 birds with one stone by burning their waste to produce energy.

This “slobs option” simply does not work.  Lazy Councils and money-grabbing individuals are only too keen to jump on the bandwagon, proudly trumpeting their “Green” credentials, aided and abetted by the Environment Agency and Health Authorities, amongst others.  When brave individuals from these organisations dare to speak out, they are usually quietly removed from their posts, or worse.

We in South Wales campaigned long and hard to try and prevent a “State of the Art” integrated Recycling, Composting and Energy to Waste facility being built.  We didn’t succeed and the plant was duly built and given a license to operate by the Environment Agency.  Everything we predicted could go wrong, did. Plus incidents we didn’t dream of.  To date no-one has been has been held accountable for the mess that is known as the Crymlyn Burrows Incinerator.

We wondered why the Council had given the contract to a company - HLC - with very little experience in Waste Management, a shocking record of operations in other countries and a shaky financial base.

This decision was defended by Local Government, the Welsh Assembly, Westminster and Europe. We were called trouble-makers and scare mongers.

The company formed to build and operate the place has been dissolved. The original loan of £32 million has become £50 million. The original directors are nowhere to be seen, but someone owes the Bank an awful lot of money.

The basic design of the Plant seemed crazy - even to lay people.  Mixed Waste taken in, dumped on the floor and then magically sorted by hand and machine. The end result would be sparkling recyclables, rich compost and a tiny fraction needing to be burned.  All odours would be confined to the site - no smells or flies would pass its boundaries.

Guess what? It stinks! Local residents daren’t open doors and windows in the summer. Not only is the smell unbearable, the flies swarm in and any child foolish enough to eat an ice cream in their garden is an instant target.  When residents complain, 9 times out of 10 they are told there is no problem 

at the Plant.


e.g. 5.11.2005, 17.05, smell of rotting waste. Response - the process is running as per normal, no odours found on inspection.


9.11.2005, 19.10, rotten rubbish smell. Response - again no problem.

Yet when a local factory complained of a sickly smell coming from the Plant -


9.11.2005, the response was “called Visteon back and told them the Plant was operating ok. Later on we discovered that tunnel 8 had started composting with the door being off.”

I’ve lost count of the times they’ve had to re-jig, replace and redesign the Waste separating equipment. The company complained about receiving the wrong type of Waste, the wrong size bags, nothing was their fault. Naughty householders were not playing fair.

Thousands of pounds were spent analysing what went into peoples bins, but I don’t think anyone ever actually looked inside one, or asked real people real questions.

The giant composting tunnels were meant to deliver a product so nice Garden Centres across Britain would be queuing up for it, but, as we doom-mongers predicted, it is unusable.  Compost derived from cooked food, sanitary towels and baby’s nappies does not help your garden grow, and has to be dumped straight into landfill.

Interestingly the composting procedure was guaranteed not to produce any odours as exhaust air would be discharged through a bio-filter kept moist by water sprays. It was also considered a low fire risk. In 2003 a computer in Holland switched off the sprays and the pine roots dried out.  The computer wasn’t clever enough to realise that dried out pine roots can spontaneously combust, but combust they did, in August 2003.

The bio-filter burned for 5 days and nights. The Plant was so badly designed that the Fire Brigade couldn’t get to the source of the fire. Thousands of gallons of water were used, not collected properly and polluted the cockle beds nearby.  The residents had 5 days of smoky hell.

The company was taken to court and fined a paltry £4000.

The day before the major fire, a minor one broke out “spontaneously” in the skid steer loader (a little dumper truck) in the RDF store.

The Investigator States “there are a number of similarities between the fires in that they both occurred in unoccupied areas which contained large amounts of combustible material, and both fires appear to have started at a similar time of day, that is, around the time of the evening meal break.”   (Page 27 Burgoynes Fire Report.)

Also, under lab conditions, the temperature of dried out chips rapidly rose to over 400°C. (Page 24 Burgoynes Fire Report.)

The Fire Investigator also stated “on the basis that there were almost no signals received from the various beam detectors in the Plant, particularly those in the compost hall, on the night of the fire, I consider the beam detectors were very probably isolated at the control panel.” (Page 33 Burgoynes Fire Report.)

No-one can understand how the Insurance company agreed to pay out the multi-million pound claim, but they did, the Plant was eventually repaired and operations started again.

Everything I’ve described so far has been fairly low-tech, and they can’t get that right, so we don’t have any faith in the last part of the process - the high-tech Incinerator.

Firstly the Waste has to be made into pellets. This has been spectacularly unsuccessful with the bulk of the pellets going again, straight to landfill.  When they have managed to burn we’ve seen black smoke and foul smells.  Is this because paper, which was meant to be the main component of the pellets, is removed at kerbside now, and there is more plastic going into the pellets? We don’t know.

But apparently things are working well, and when monitoring equipment shows a blip - it’s the monitors not the furnace that’s out of synch.  

If, as we are told, the filtering equipment is the best available, what comes out of the of the chimney is as pure as snow, which means the remaining ashes must be lethal. But - no - it’s great stuff that will 

probably find its way into house bricks and plaster boards.

So, briefly, the Council has a Plant that recycles a maximum of 20% of its rubbish. (From Jan-August 2005 it was only 3%.)   The bulk of the Waste, after going through all these processes, ends up in 

landfill - Oct 2005, 8574.6 tons in, 290.4 tons recycled, 6822.63 tons to landfill. Harmless domestic waste is converted into toxic ashes and stack emissions, local resident’s lives are hell, someone owes the Bank £50 million and it produces enough power to boil a few kettles.
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