Middlewick Wind Farm Proposal.

Planning application:  FUL/MAL/10/00004.

Chris Purvis, Senior Planning Officer

Maldon District Council,

Princes Road, Maldon, Essex. CM9 5DL.

15th March 2010

Dear Sir,

After looking at the planning application and visiting the site of the proposed nine turbines for the Middlewick Wind Farm, Colchester & North East Essex Friends of the Earth support this application by RidgeWind, subject to further information being given to Natural England as requested in their letter dated 8th March.  We would support a further extension of the consultation period so these issues can be clarified.

The reasons we support this application are as follows:

1. This site is ideal for windspeeds for an onshore windfarm.

2. The nine turbines will fit well within the windswept coastal and fairly barren landscape.

3. These turbines will provide enough electricity for the equivalent of around 9,250 homes at current electricity usage;  with future energy efficiency measures cutting wasteful usage, they could provide electricity for at least double that number of homes.

4. The proximity of the local National Grid connection running to the local communities make it of local benefit as well as reducing losses in transmission distances.

5. Subject to ensuring there is no permanent ecological damage, we support the delivery of the turbines close to the windfarm site from the Crouch estuary ‘delivered by barge to a Marine Access Point, located at the southern end of the access track (near Holliwell Farm). A hardstanding offloading area will be constructed adjacent (landward) to the sea wall to facilitate access for an offloading crane and low loaders to accept turbine components’ (non-technical summary paragraph B.10).  .
6. We have to do our best locally to limit climate change gases and support renewable energy projects which will help to limit sea level rises which are threatening to inundate low-lying areas of Essex including our own communities on the Dengie Peninsula.

7. This is only the third windfarm proposed for the windy Essex coastline which is under threat from sea level rises.  The Bradwell (ten turbines) and St Osyth Earls Hall (five turbines) windfarms have been approved by three separate Inspectors after high-profile local groups have whipped up local anti-wind hysteria with much misinformation.

8. Noise:  Four members of our group visited a similar wind farm of eight turbines at Deeping St Nicholas in Lincolnshire and noted that, standing right underneath one of the turbines the sound heard is a low and rather soothing hum.  

9. Visual impact:  Two windfarms of fifteen and eight turbines each can be seen from the train from Colchester to Peterborough in the flat Fen farmland at March and Whittlesey in Cambridgeshire.  From a short distance away the majestic turbines appear small, as an attractive group, like small copses of trees in the fields.  However, if a hedge, a tree, or a building gets in the way they are impossible to see.  

10. The Climate Change Act was passed to limit climate change gases by 80% by 2050.  We must encourage clean renewable energy sources now including onshore wind.  The Government has committed the UK to cut climate change gases by 34% by 2020.  

11. The UK is committed to produce 35% of our electricity from renewables by 2020.

12. The Eastern Region is committed to produce 17% of electricity from onshore wind by 2020, with a further 27% from offshore wind, making a total of 44% by 2020.

13. Recent figures show that Austria has 62% renewable energy and Sweden 54%. 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,

Colchester & North East Essex Friends of the Earth,

4 Shears Crescent, West Mersea, Essex, CO5 8AR.

