   Appeal by RidgeWind Ltd to refusal by Maldon District Council
Proposed nine turbines at Middlewick Farm near Southminster, Essex

Application reference no:  FUL/MAL/10/00004

Appeal reference no:  APP/X1545/A/10/2140423/NWF
 
13th March 2011 
 

We support the proposed windfarm and registered on 8th March to speak at the inquiry.

We submit copies of our original letter of support dated 15th March 2010 (ref A), which is still relevant and would like to read these important reasons to support this application.  

 

We note below various developments since then which we would like to draw to the Inspector’s attention.  

 

1. We wish to highlight and commend the detailed, up-to-date and careful report written by Chris Purvis, the senior planning officer for Maldon District Council, recommending approval of this application.  We hope this report will be considered carefully by the Inspector.  He refers to the recent approval by the Inspector at the inquiry we contributed to for the ten turbines at Hockley Farm near Bradwell to the north of the Dengie which has now featured prominently in this inquiry.  We submit copies of a relevant article in the local Maldon & Burnham Standard on 7th July 2010 (ref B) before councillors ignored his report and refused the application.  
2. Maldon council previously twice refused the Hockley Farm windfarm at Bradwell which has had two rigorous public inquiries and been approved by two independent Inspectors.  We believe they have been unduly influenced by the anti-wind groups BATTLE and SIEGE who managed to overturn the first Inspector's decision.  BATTLE have just lost their challenge in the High Court to overthrow the second Inspector's approval.
3. Maldon council opposed the Hockley Farm windfarm on visual grounds.  But Mersea Island across the Blackwater River is the largest community close to this windfarm at Bradwell but is in the Colchester district.  Colchester council supports the windfarm.  I asked the Inspector at the second public inquiry if he would visit my beach at Mersea to look across the river at the view we have now.  We see the Bradwell nuclear power station industrial hulk which will remain being decommissioned for around 130 years and around 20 pylons.  Maldon council and MP John Whittingdale support the building of one, two or three new nuclear power stations on this vulnerable shallow estuary with SSSI and Ramsar designations, fishing, oysters and sailing activities.  Massive cooling towers would be required on this unsuitable site, visible across the Dengie and many miles around, making a mockery of objections to small windfarms on visual grounds.  
4. We need clean renewable energy in our area, such as from the Middlewick windfarm proposal, Hockley Farm windfarm and the five turbines at Earls Hall windfarm at St Osyth which was approved a year ago.  Nuclear power only provides 3% of all energy (BERR figures 2006) and is unnecessary, costly and dangerous.  It will suck the funding from safe renewable energy which is quicker to set up.  European studies show we can provide 100% of our energy needs from renewable energy in the future to counter climate change.  The Dengie is vulnerable to total inundation if we are not successful in countering sea level rise.
5. The Essex Chambers of Commerce are in support and have said it will bring around £6million into the local economy.  See newspaper article 1st June 2010 (ref C).  
6. The Maldon District Council planning meeting was delayed for some weeks until 29th July, during which time Natural England was given more information and fully supported the proposal.  It was also supported by the Environment Agency and RSPB. 

What we find totally unacceptable is the misinformation which has been peddled by the two anti-windfarm groups BATTLE and SIEGE against the Hockley Farm and Middlewick Farm proposed windfarms, running public meetings where they play the sound of a wind turbine over a loudspeaker, tell people their health will be affected and whip up a kind of mass hysteria.  Until recently SIEGE had a picture on their website and elsewhere of three turbines leaning over the Southminster High Street which was blatant misrepresentation.

 

It has been difficult to counter this misinformation but I have had letters in the local press to try to correct the misleading claims.  The Essex Chronicle highlighted my letter and illustrated it with the inaccurate mock-up photo BATTLE used for the Hockley Farm at Bradwell (ref D), which I would like to read out.  

 

Anti-wind letters in the local press peddle ridiculous nonsense such as saying that the Middlewick windfarm 'would only provide homes with enough electricity to boil a kettle'!  My letter in response to this in the Maldon & Burnham Standard on 8th September 2010 is included on ref C (from one of our displays), explaining that 'calculations are made nationally to assess the average annual household use of electricity and that the average annual energy produced by the nine wind turbines at Middlewick would provide electricity for more than 9,000 homes.'

 

They say that wind is intermittent and ineffective and my letter explains that 'Oxford University did a study of wind speeds over 30 years and showed we have the best wind resource in Europe.  While wind speed varies, electricity is fed into the National Grid from wherever it is blowing around the UK.  Electricity from windpower in the UK has risen to more than four gigawatts, enough to power 2.5 million homes'.  The National Grid shows windpower is already providing 6.6% of the UK's electricity.  

 

In spite of the misinformation, members of our group have found the local Dengie residents mainly supportive of this windfarm, particularly young people, with many finding wind turbines ‘majestic’, ‘benign’, ‘beautiful’ and ‘clean renewable energy for our children’s future’.  This autumn two of our members, including Maike Windhorst who gave her evidence on the first day of the inquiry, walked round homes in Southminster talking to the residents and found around two-thirds were supportive.   

 

Because SIEGE members had gathered opposition in the carpark at the Co-op in Burnham without the Co-op's permission and against their policy, the management allowed us to have an information table outside their store last summer for just two hours.  During this time over 50 people from the local area, including some Southminster residents, signed letters of support.  



 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,

Colchester & North East Essex Friends of the Earth,

4 Shears Crescent, 

West Mersea, Essex, CO5 8AR.

