Objection to new access road across former allotments 

Colchester Borough Council

Town Hall

High Street

Colchester  CO1 1FL

 

14th March 2010
 

For the attention of  David Whybrow 

Application No:
100223

Proposal:

New access road to service the Philip Morant School 
 

Dear Mr Whybrow
 
Colchester Friends of the Earth objects strongly to the proposals in the above planning application for the following reasons:-
 

1.  Loss of Public Open Space:  The Green, Irvine Road Field and the former allotment land (Nature Reserve), are designated as Public Open Spaces in the Local Development Framework.  Both Christchurch and Prettygate wards have less than the recommended standard of open space per 1000 population.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                2.  Damage to the Green link corridor:   The Green, the Irvine Road Field and the former allotment land (Nature Reserve) form part of the Green Link network which would be destroyed if the road were built.
 

The Local Development Framework has to be taken into account when considering this application.  In particular:  Core Strategy PR1  states: “The Council will protect and enhance the existing network of green links, open spaces, and sports facilities and secure additional areas where deficiencies are identified”.  
 

ENV 1 states:  “The network of strategic green links between the rural hinterland, river corridors, and key green spaces and areas of accessible open space that contribute to the green infrastructure across the Borough will be protected and enhanced.”

 

The Local Development Plan policies outlined above should effectively rule out the proposed development across The Green,  Irvine Road Field or the allotment land..  
 

3.  The former allotment land belongs to the people and does not belong to councils to build a road across.  It was planted as a nature reserve at a time when there was less demand for allotments.  Building a road across it and parts of The Green and Irvine Road Field will lead to a substantial loss of greenlink open space and destroy important wildlife habitat.    
 

4.  Loss of sustainable and safe walking and cycling routes for hundreds of school children and local people and diverting and lenthening the cycle route and footpath around a proposed new school playing field.  The proposed access road would bisect Public Footpaths 204 and 206, resulting in a reduction of safety for pedestrians and cyclists and lengthening and diverting the cycle route and footpath to encircle a new school playing field.   
 

The proposed road would bisect the heavily used footpath and cycle path running between Irvine Road and Rembrandt way.  The road would destroy what is currently a safe, traffic-free route for residents and the hundreds of children who walk and cycle to the three secondary schools in the area.  This runs counter to the National 'Safe Routes to Schools' Policy.  The road layout does not encourage low speeds nor does it segregate traffic from cyclists and pedestrians.  
 

This would discourage walking and cycling to school and result in more children being brought to school by car, running counter to Government and local council policies to encourage sustainable transport and discourage the use of private cars.
 

5.  Loss of open space and informal recreation area enjoyed by the local community..  Building a road across the former allotments, now a Nature Reserve and parts of The Green and Irvine Road Field will lead to a substantial loss of greenlink open space and destroy important wildlife habitat and informal recreation area currently enjoyed by the local community.  

Planning Policy Guidance 17 on Open space, Sport and Recreation  states:  
i)  Open space and sports and recreational facilities that are of high quality, or of particular value to a local community, should be recognised and given protection by local authorities through appropriate policies in plans. Areas of particular quality may include small areas of open space in urban areas that provide an important local amenity and offer recreational and play opportunities;  and:  
iv)  Rights of way are an important recreational facility, which local authorities should protect and enhance.

6.  Opposition shown by the local community.   The above Planning Policy Guidance 17 states:  iii)“Developers will need to consult the local community and demonstrate that their proposals are widely supported by them.” 
Philip Morant School cannot demonstrate that their proposals are supported by the local community.  A petition in November 2009, addressed to Philip Morant School asked them to reconsider their plans for the road.  It was signed by over 900 people, demonstrating that these areas are an important local amenity much valued by the community.  

7.  Local community schools should be supported rather than the plans for closing the two schools in the south of Colchester and transporting hundreds of children to huge centralised schools such as proposed for the expansion of Philip Morant School.
The current plans have been opposed by the huge majority of Colchester people consulted.  They would result in the need to transport thousands of children away from their local community schools which many of them can currently walk or cycle or catch a local bus to reach.  
8.  This runs counter to local and Government sustainable transport and environmental policies to reduce unnecessary car journeys and to reduce climate change gases and pollution both locally and in the UK.  The Government has committed the UK to reduce CO2 and other climate change gases by 34% by 2020 and by 80% by 2050.  Transport is a huge and growing source of climate change gases and pollution both locally and in the UK.     
Colchester Friends of the Earth urges Colchester Borough Council to reject this new application and retain the Nature Reserve, The Green and Irvine Road Field as public open space.  

Yours sincerely,

 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,
Colchester Friends of the Earth,
4 Shears Crescent, West Mersea, Colchester, Essex, CO5 8AR.
