Subject: Our environment is more important than making dirty electricity

Braintree & Witham Times, Times Post.
 

Dear Editor,
 

Peter Martin is ECC Cabinet member for the environment.  He should know that making dirty electricity from burning our valuable resources creates more climate change gases, local and global pollution and wastes more energy than recycling and composting them.
 

ECC has just supported the necessary reduction of climate change gases by 80% by 2050 in the Climate Change Bill consultation.  So why are they requiring all district councils to approve a PFI bid for hugely costly waste plants to increase climate change gases?
 

While electricity produces a fifth of climate change gases, in Essex one third of these gases come from traffic.  The massive HGV movements planned to truck everything across west, north, central and east Essex to Rivenhall for 30 years or more is madness.
 

Government-funded WRAP (Waste Recycling Action Programme) reported that the UK's average recycling of 23% in 2005 was the equivalent in climate change terms of 3.4 million cars off the road - a 10% reduction in all traffic.  By 2006 UK recycling rose to 27%, with best councils around 50%.  Essex recycled 32%, dropping to 91st place in the league.[image: image1.png]



 

Garden waste, all recyclables and food should be collected separately and sorted at the kerb for local baling and composting in each district.  The districts called for this at the Waste Plan inquiry and proved it was far cheaper and complies with all legal requirements. 
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,
Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth.
