Clacton Gazette, Letters. 

Dear Editor, 

Mr Harrington, spokesman for anti-windpower group Staple, confirmed what the Salford Uni report says about windfarms "that there are no significant issues relating to noise".  But he says the woman near to the Deeping St Nicholas windfarm who spoke to the St Osyth meeting "has had to move her family out of her house, away from the source of the noise". 

Despite there being over 140 operational wind farms in the UK this noise effect is  experienced at just this one house.  Many people who visit the house can hear nothing.   

Ian Cross of St John's Road, Clacton says:  "Wind turbines are notoriously inefficient, generating electricity for at best only 7 hours out of every 24 hours".  He is confusing  generating hours with load factor.  Wind turbines generate electricity 70-85% of the time.   

An Oxford University 30-year study of windspeeds across the whole of the UK found we have windpower all year round, with more in the winter when we need it most.  We have the best potential in Europe.  Germany is already producing 14% of its electricity from wind.   

The Essex coastline is particularly vulnerable to rising sea levels and storm surges as the effects of climate change increase.  Mr Cross is right to support renewable energy to "burn less fossil fuel and pump less pollutant gases into the atmosphere." 

The five turbines at Earls Hall Farm would power up to 6000 homes.  I agree with Mr Cross that we should stop wasting energy - we could easily cut our use by a third, and then these would provide windpower for 9000 homes!   

I've had low-energy bulbs for donkeys' years.  Six years ago I had solar panels to heat my water.  I have double-thick recycled paper loft insulation and cavity wall insulation.  My electricity company, Good Energy, only takes power from wind, hydro and solar.  I got rid of my oil tank and have a CO2-neutral logstove for winter hot water and central heating.   

He says "Ms Whitney won't even see them".  I live a mile and a half across the Blackwater estuary downwind of the industrial hulk of Bradwell nuclear power station which may take 130 years to decommission, with no safe storage for nuclear waste.  I can see 20 pylons now.  I support the Bradwell windfarm which the Inspector gave the go-ahead to recently. 

He calls me an 'eco-warrior'!  Well, OK.  I still use about 3kw electricity daily so now I want a roof windturbine. 

Yours sincerely, 

Paula Whitney (Mrs), Co-ordinator, 
Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth, 
Shears Crescent, West Mersea. 

