Dear Sir, 

    There seems to be a lot of confusion about the Colchester Borough plastic recycling collection. I have never had any problems and therefore feel confident that I am able to give some advice. 

      a.. Colchester Borough Council only collects plastic bottles from the kerbside, PET and HDPE (numbered 1 and 2). No plastic film,  bags, yoghourt pots etc. should be included. PET and HDPE which are used mainly in the production of plastic bottles are valuable, more likely to be reprocessed in the UK, and give the Borough a good return. 
      b.. Luckily we get an opportunity to re-use plastic bags to put our plastic bottles in. Most environmentally aware people now say no to carrier bags in Supermarkets. There are, however, other bags which are basic packaging and therefore acceptable. Buying unwrapped items of clothing are put in carrier bags for protection (in days gone by, these items were wrapped in tissue paper). Even Farmers' Market stalls issue plastic carrier bags instead of paper bags, so most households who keep their plastic bags will have enough for their plastic bottle kerbside collection. The Royal Mail and Prcelforce often deliver goods in large plastic envelopes, which can also be used for this purpose. 
      c.. A completely "bag-less" household can resort to re-usable containers for their plastic bottles. These containers can be old washing up bowls, old pedal bins or similar, but they should not be larger than the green box for glass and cans. 
      d.. FLATTEN the bottles after rinsing them out, and pack tightly into the chosen container. This makes them less prone to being blown about in the wind, and you make the collection more economical. Our dog Buster loves pouncing on plastic bottles and he flattens them beautifully. 
    Fortunately, Colchester Borough still has the quality of the recyclate in mind. We've heard very bad news about co-mingled recyclate in wheelie bins being rejected due to contamination, and sent to developing countries ill equipped for dealing with our garbage in a safe and environmentally beneficial way. 

    Hildegard Hill 

