Essex County Standard, Letters,

Dear Editor,

ECC Cllr Martin's recent letter (16/11) about ECC's waste strategy contained more spin than substance.  He said they are only opposed to 'mass-burn' incineration of black bag rubbish, and suggests that burning shredded, dried black bag rubbish is 'vastly different'.

Well, it is even more costly, and the massive MBT plants take up areas the size of six football pitches to shred and dry 'rubbish' to turn it into RDF or SRF ('Refuse Derived Fuel' or 'Solid Recovered Fuel') pellets to burn.  The MBT and RDF plants tend to self-combust.

The pellets are burnt in pyrolysis/gasification or fluidised-bed incinerators, also causing air pollution.  HGVs still bring rubbish.  Ash from the notorious Byker MBT/RDF incinerator in Newcastle had some of the highest levels of dioxins and heavy metals in the world.

Contracts for the MBT plants and RDF incinerator will destroy our valuable resources for three decades.  The Essex county/district PFI bid for disposal plants includes double the waste we have now, yet England's waste has only increased by 0.2% p.a over five years.

Colchester council is calling incineration 'energy from waste' - whereas it is a waste of  energy by destroying resources.  England's 31% recycling last year was the equivalent in energy and climate change terms to 5 million cars off the road or 15% traffic reduction. 

We must get on with reducing, recycling and composting, which save energy, pollution, resources and climate change gases.  The Government strongly supports collecting foodwaste separately at the kerbside for local composting.  What's left?

I agree with Cllr Martin that 'doing nothing is not an option'.

Yours sincerely,

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,

Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth,

4 Shears Crescent, West Mersea, Essex, CO5 8AR.

