Gazette Postbag, published Friday 29th June 2007.
 

We urge borough to quit waste PFI bid
 

Dear Editor,
 

Two weeks ago Colchester's planning committee unanimously opposed the MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) waste plants proposed for Stanway, including landfilling 200,000 tonnes p.a. residues.  Essex County Council will make the decision however.
 

ECC has asked Govt for PFI funding for 28.5 year contracts for massive MBT waste disposal plants at Rivenhall and Basildon.  MBT shreds waste, dries it by composting, reducing the weight by a fifth and lessening the methane produced when landfilled.
 

After the elections the shock news came out that the PFI bid included an incinerator to burn 250,000 tonnes p.a. of MBT residues, called SRF (Solid Recovered Fuel).  This was placed 'for modelling purposes' at Rivenhall but could be on any site including Stanway.
 

All councils have to sign a 'Memorandum of Understanding' (MoU) to support the PFI bid before end July.  Chelmsford, Tendring and Maldon councils, on the east area Joint Waste Committee with ECC and Colchester, refused to sign this commitment before the election.
 

Cllr Arnold has delegated power to sign the MoU, but on Tuesday CBC's Scrutiny panel will discuss this.  It conflicts with Colchester's policy 'Reject the incineration of household waste' and we urge Colchester councillors to pull out of the PFI bid and Joint Committee.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator,
Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth.
