Middlewick Wind Farm support letter

In order to support the application for the proposed Middlewick wind farm in addition to writing to the council you can help by also contacting/writing to the following….

(PLEASE NOTE IF USING EMAIL GIVE YOUR FULL NAME AND POSTAL ADDRESS)

John Whittingdale MP for Maldon and East Chelmsford

19, High Street, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5PE.

Your local Parish Council and Councillor

Please head your correspondence: 

Middlewick Wind Farm Proposal FUL/MAL/10/00004

Useful information to help with your support letter

· The annual electricity produced by the proposed nine wind turbines at Middlewick will generate the equivalent average annual electricity needs of over 8000 homes

· Thousands of tons of carbon dioxide emissions will be saved every year - we know burning coal, oil and the like is leading to long term changes in our weather that could be costly and harmful. Urge the council to take positive decisions that will help minimise climate change and protect the world's environment from harmful change. 
· Any effects on local landscape will be comparatively temporary and insignificant compared to the changes climate change will make 
· Planning permission is only granted for a 25 year period

· A bond is put in place, usually prior to operation to ensure that full and correct decommissioning will take place at the end of the wind farm’s life.

· The community fund of £36,000 - £54,000 per annum, dependent on the turbine selection will provide valuable services to the local community for the lifetime of the project.

· The consent of Middlewick wind farm will help achieve the country's targets of 10% of electrical energy to come from renewable sources by 2010 and 15% by 2020 
· Wind will never be affected by fuel price rises, political sensitivities or trade tariffs

· Fossil fuels are a finite resource;  despite the wind’s intermittent nature, there will always be wind and this site will make a significant contribution to the local electricity supply. 
· The instant anyone even suggests building a wind farms anti groups will hurriedly point out why their particular corner of the country is so special and will immediately start proclaiming that a wind farm would mean the end of the world. We need to look beyond such hysteria and instead concentrate on the fact that this is a viable site. 
· The site is an excellent choice for a wind farm with good wind speed, a good and discreet grid connection and a well designed access plan to minimise disruption to local people as well as being located in an area with minimal ecological impacts. 
· The need to consider the longer term effects of investing (or not) in renewable technologies. How we respond to the threat of climate change now will determine how our children have to respond to it in future. 
· Wind farms are a positive addition to the landscape in many tourist areas, they are not the harbingers of doom that some people seem to make them out to be. Tourism and alternative energy sources can survive, and even thrive, side by side. 
· I understand that many people object to wind turbines on visual grounds. This is only a personal view and that there are many people who think that they enhance the landscape. 
· Middlewick wind farm will become a symbol that the area is doing its part to combat the effects of climate change – especially important given the site location and the potential for damage by sea level rise. 
For further information about the wind farm please go to www.ridgewind.com
Thank you for your support and interest in this project

