The Planning Inspectorate, 

4/04 Kite, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN.

12th April 2009

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

APPEAL BY:  NPower Renewables

SITE ADDRESS:  Land At Hockley Farm Hockley Lane Bradwell-On-Sea Essex

APPLICATION REFERENCE NO:  06/00291/FUL

APPEAL REFERENCE NO:  APP/X1545/A/06/2023805/NWF

DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT:  Construct Wind Farm comprising of 10 turbines of maximum 121m to blade tip height, sub-station building, anemometer mast and ancillary infrastructure

Dear Sir or Madam,

We wish to support the proposed wind farm.

· Members of our group have visited a similar wind farm of eight turbines in Lincolnshire and noted that the sound generated from these turbines is a low and rather soothing hum.  From a short distance away on a local road the majestic turbines appear much smaller, as an attractive group.  

· Two windfarms of fifteen and eight turbines each can be seen from the train travelling from Colchester to Peterborough in the flat Fen country at March and Whittlesey in Cambridgeshire.  Spinning in the sunlight they are really attractive – like small copses of trees in the distant fields.       

Our reasons for supporting this application include:

1. Climate Change is the biggest threat to this planet, and this proposal would help mitigate the effects by a significant reduction in CO2 emissions, helping meet the Kyoto targets.

2. This accords with Government Energy policy to support renewable energy, as detailed in PPS22 and included in local plan policies.

3. The clean non-polluting renewable energy would provide the equivalent electricity needs of around one third of the Maldon district at present wasteful electricity usage.

4. These turbines would contribute to the Eastern region’s aim to provide 10% of our electricity from renewable energy by 2010 and 44% from onshore and offshore windpower by 2020, with 17% coming from onshore windfarms alone.

5. The location at Hockley Farm, Bradwell, is ideal for windspeed to capture energy from the wind.

6. The Climate Change Act has been passed to reduce CO2 emissions by 80% by 2050 to limit the effects of climate change.  This needs concerted efforts in CO2 reduction now, including renewable energy.

7. The Government has committed to produce 15% of total energy needs from renewable energy by 2020.  To put this into context, nuclear power only provided 3% of total energy use in 2006 (Source:  Govt BERR statistics).

8. Essex County Council supports the 80% reduction in CO2.  It supports renewable energy.

9. Essex - and the Dengie Peninsula in particular - is extremely vulnerable to sea level rises, including loss of farmland, which has been reported by the ‘Managing Coastal Change Project’, working with the Environment Agency.  It is looking at protecting estuaries on the Essex coastline and determining where money is spent on flood protection.  This windfarm will help mitigation.

10. This proposal will help support the viability of local farms and supporting local businesses.

11. During the construction period local jobs will be created, boosting the rural economy.

Yours faithfully,

Signature:

Name:  Mrs Paula Whitney, Co-ordinator, 

Colchester & NE Essex Friends of the Earth,

Address:  4 Shears Crescent,

West Mersea,

Essex CO5 8AR.

