Title: UK-Chelmsford: refuse disposal and treatment

Type of document: Contract Notice
Country:United Kingdom
OJEU Ref::(09/S 225-323258/EN)
Nature of contract::Service contract
Procedure::Competitive dialogue
Regulation of procurement::EU - with participation by GPA countries
Award criteria::Most economic bid
Type of bid required::Global bid

CONTRACT NOTICE
Services
SECTION I: CONTRACTING AUTHORITY
I.1) NAME, ADDRESSES AND CONTACT POINT(S): Essex County Council, PO Box 4, County Hall, Market Road, Contact: Procurement Services, Attn: Laraine Tolson, UK-Chelmsford CM1 1JZ. Tel. +44 1245431846. E-mail: corporate.procurement@essex.gov.uk. Fax +44 1245430601.
Internet address(es):
General address of the contracting authority: www.essex.gov.uk.
Address of the buyer profile: https://essex.bravosolution.co.uk.
Further information can be obtained at: As in above-mentioned contact point(s).
Specifications and additional documents (including documents for competitive dialogue and a dynamic purchasing system) can be obtained at: As in above-mentioned contact point(s).
Tenders or requests to participate must be sent to: As in above-mentioned contact point(s).
I.2) TYPE OF THE CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND MAIN ACTIVITY OR ACTIVITIES: Regional or local authority.
General public services.
Environment.
The contracting authority is purchasing on behalf of other contracting authorities: yes.
SECTION II: OBJECT OF THE CONTRACT
II.1) DESCRIPTION
II.1.1) Title attributed to the contract by the contracting authority: 1410 - Essex Waste Management Partnership Residual Waste Treatment Contract.
II.1.2) Type of contract and location of works, place of delivery or of performance: Services.
Service category: No 16.
Main place of performance: Services to be delivered in or around Essex.
NUTS code: UKH33.
II.1.3) The notice involves: A public contract.
II.1.5) Short description of the contract or purchase(s): Essex County Council (ECC) together with Southend Borough Council (SBC) (hereinafter referred to as the 'Authorities') are seeking a contractor (or a consortium of contractors) to enter into a long-term contract for the provision of a solution for the treatment of residual municipal waste. The contract is anticipated to have an operational period of 25-30 years, including possible contract extensions. The exact contract length will be determined through the competitive dialogue.
The key outcomes of the contract include improving services for the Authorities' customers in a way which also represents value for money; reducing the tonnage of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) going to landfill, particularly Bio Degradable MSW; recycling more; limiting the impact of rising waste disposal costs to the taxpayer; and reducing the Authorities' environmental impacts.
The Authorities currently recycle 43 % of their waste and plan to increase this to 50 % before 2020, increasing to 60 % over the life of the contract up to 2037.
The contract may include (but is not limited to) the sustainable design, build, commissioning, operation and/or financing of a main waste treatment facility or facilities. However, the Authorities' reserve the right to adopt a contract structure that best meets their respective needs.
The Authorities wish to explore innovative waste treatment solutions to assist in diverting Bio Degradable MSW from landfill and to recycle and recover more value from MSW.
The Authorities will not consider any technology or solution that is required to comply with the EU Waste Incineration Directive (or that is incompatible with the Authorities respective Waste Management Strategies). The technology or solution proposed by a bidder may include the production of compost like outputs (CLO) and/or the solid recovered fuel (SRF) but the treatment or use of any CLO and/or SRF shall be outside of the scope of this procurement and any CLO or SRF shall be transferred to the Authorities who shall be responsible for the disposal or use of the CLO and/or SRF. The Authorities reserve the right, however, to include within the scope of this contract the management of contracts which may be procured in the future by the Authorities to deal with the treatment of use of any CLO and/or SRF (including contract administrative services).
The Authorities have identified a site within the leasehold control of ECC which is considered suitable for the treatment facility and can be considered by Applicants when putting forward their solution, although Applicants will be free to put forward other sites for the project. The site is located at Courtauld Road in Basildon, Essex UK.
The procurement exercise will be conducted using the competitive dialogue procedure. We will be holding a Bidders Information Day on 1.12.2009. Bidders wishing to express an interest are stongly encouraged to attend this event. Further details regarding arrangements are included within the PQQ and Descriptive Document.
The contract will be awarded on the basis of the most economically advantageous tender. Full details of the evaluation methodology for each stage of the procurement are set out in the Descriptive Document which will be issued at the PQQ stage.
It is anticipated that a Final Business Case for the project will need to be approved by DEFRA prior to contract award.
A copy of the Applicant Information Pack can be found on the Essex Supplier Portal. T.
For further information or to submit clarification questions please contact Procurement Services via the Essex Supplier Portal: https://essex.bravosolution.co.uk.
II.1.6) Common procurement vocabulary (CPV): 90510000, 77120000, 79994000, 79900000, 79420000, 90512000, 71314000, 45232470, 90514000, 42914000, 90513200, 90513100, 45222110, 90510000, 90523000, 90500000, 45222100, 09100000, 09310000, 31682000, 45111200, 71340000, 90513000, 90530000, 90531000.
II.1.7) Contract covered by the Government Procurement Agreement (GPA): Yes.
II.1.8) Division into lots: No.
II.1.9) Variants will be accepted: Yes.
II.2) QUANTITY OR SCOPE OF THE CONTRACT
II.2.1) Total quantity or scope: The Authorities are seeking to procure a solution for the treatment of residual municipal waste.
The solution may require the contractor to design, build, commission, operate and finance a waste disposal treatment facility or facilities together with relevant infrastructure. The contract period is expected to have an operational period of 25-30 years including possible contract extensions. The exact contract length will be determined through the competitive dialogue.
Where relevant, and where this offers value for money to the Authorities, the Authorities may consider purchasing electricity or biofuels from the contractor or through an off-take associated power company and this notice includes the contract(s) for the purchase of power or biofuels in such circumstance. The technology or solution proposed by a bidder may include the production of compost like outputs (CLO) and/or solid recovered fuel (SRF) but the treatment or use of any CLO and/or SRF shall be outside of the scope of this procurement and any CLO or SRF shall be transferred to the Authorities who shall be responsible for the disposal or use of the CLO and/or SRF.
The Authorities reserve the right to include within the scope of this contract the management of contracts which may be procured in the future by the Authorities to deal with the treatment or use of any CLO and/or SRF (including contract administrative services).
The expectation is that the financing requirement for the project will predominantly if not wholly be through private finance, however the Authorities reserve the right to provide or procure capital contributions and/or finance to the project for example through the use of prudential borrowing, other capital contributions and/or loans from HM Treasury's Infrastructure Finance Unit or otherwise. The amount of such capital contribution and/or funding will be determined by the Authorities during the procurement. The Authorities also reserve the right to involve the European Investment Bank funding in the project.
The total aggregate unitary charge payable during the term of the contract based on a 25 year operational term is estimated at 1 045 000 000 GBP. This is provided by way of estimate only and depends upon the solution put forward.
In so far as the Authorities procure the solution in accordance with the Private Finance Initiative, the contract will be based on SoPC4 and the Waste Infrastructure Delivery Programme contract documentation and guidance as those documents are updated or amended.
The Authorities reserve the right not to award the contract or to cancel the procurement at any stage.
Estimated value excluding VAT: 1 045 000 000 GBP.
II.2.2) Options: No.
II.3) DURATION OF THE CONTRACT OR TIME-LIMIT FOR COMPLETION: Duration in months: 360 (from the award of the contract).
SECTION III: LEGAL, ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION
III.1) CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE CONTRACT
III.1.1) Deposits and guarantees required: The Authorities reserve the right to require guarantees, bonds, collateral warranties and other forms of security as appropriate.
III.1.2) Main financing conditions and payment arrangements and/or reference to the relevant provisions regulating them: Details of the payment arrangements can be found in the Payment Mechanism Principles - a copy of which will be made available at the Invitation to Submit Outline Solutions (ISOS) stage.
III.1.3) Legal form to be taken by the group of economic operators to whom the contract is to be awarded: Where a consortium is tendering, the Authorities reserve the right to require groupings of contractors to take a particular legal form or to require that one party has primary liability or to require each party to be jointly and severally liable. Applicants must provide full details of their proposed contracting structures. Further information can be found in the PQQ documentation.
III.1.4) Other particular conditions to which the performance of the contract is subject: Yes.
Specific conditions relating to the performance of the contract will be set out in the project documentation to be issued to Applicants at the ISOS and ISDS stages of the procurement. In particular, these conditions may relate to social and environmental issues.
III.2) CONDITIONS FOR PARTICIPATION
III.2.1) Personal situation of economic operators, including requirements relating to enrolment on professional or trade registers: Information and formalities necessary for evaluating if requirements are met: In accordance with regulations 23 to 25 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006 and as set out in the PQQ and Descriptive Document.
III.2.2) Economic and financial capacity: Information and formalities necessary for evaluating if requirements are met: In accordance with regulation 24 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006 and as set out in the PQQ and Descriptive Document.
Minimum level(s) of standards possibly required: Please see the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire for full details of the Economic and Financial requirements.
III.2.3) Technical capacity: Information and formalities necessary for evaluating if requirements are met:
In accordance with regulation 25 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006 and as set out in the PQQ and Descriptive Document.
Minimum level(s) of standards possibly required:
Please see the PQQ for full details of the Technical and Professional Ability.
III.2.4) Reserved contracts: No.
SECTION IV: PROCEDURE
IV.1) TYPE OF PROCEDURE
IV.1.1) Type of procedure: Competitive dialogue.
IV.1.2) Limitations on the number of operators who will be invited to tender or to participate: Envisaged minimum number: 3. Maximum number: 8
Objective criteria for choosing the limited number of candidates: The Authorities intend to select up to eight bidders to participate in the dialogue process. If more than eight bidders satisfy the minimum standards required by the Authorities for (a) economic and financial standing or (b) technical or professional ability, the Authorities will limit the number of bidders requested to participate in dialogue to a maximum of eight in accordance with the procedure set out in Regulation 18(12) of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006. The objective and non-discriminatory criteria to be applied by the Authorities in order to limit the number of bidders shall be as detailed in the PQQ Selection Methodology and within the Descriptive Document available via the Essex Supplier portal, on the following website: https://essex.bravosolution.co.uk.
IV.1.3) Reduction of the number of operators during the negotiation or dialogue: Recourse to staged procedure to gradually reduce the number of solutions to be discussed or tenders to be negotiated yes.
IV.2) AWARD CRITERIA
IV.2.1) Award criteria: The most economically advantageous tender in terms of the criteria stated in the specifications, in the invitation to tender or to negotiate or in the descriptive document.
IV.2.2) An electronic auction will be used: No.
IV.3) ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
IV.3.1) File reference number attributed by the contracting authority: 1410.
IV.3.2) Previous publication(s) concerning the same contract: No.
IV.3.3) Conditions for obtaining specifications and additional documents or descriptive document: Payable documents: no.
IV.3.4) Time-limit for receipt of tenders or requests to participate: 12.1.2010 - 12:00.
IV.3.6) Language(s) in which tenders or requests to participate may be drawn up: English.
SECTION VI: COMPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
VI.1) THIS IS A RECURRENT PROCUREMENT: No.
VI.2) CONTRACT RELATED TO A PROJECT AND/OR PROGRAMME FINANCED BY EU FUNDS: No.
VI.3) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The Authorities reserve the right to amend timescales, if there are genuine omissions or mistakes. The Authorities also reserve the right to reduce the number of bidders throughout the procurement process.
The extranet portal will be used throughout the procurement process, and all communications with the Authorities should be via the Essex Supplier Portal. The portal has instructions on how to use the system and access the information as well as a helpdesk to assist bidders.
Bidders Instructions on How to Express Interest in this procurement: 1. Register your company on the eSourcing portal (this is only required once) – Browse to the eSourcing Portal: https://essex.bravosolution.co.uk and click the link to register – Accept the terms and conditions and click 'continue' – Enter your correct business details and user details – Note the username you chose and click 'Save' when complete – You will shortly receive an email with your unique password (please keep this secure).
2. Express an interest in the procurement – Login to the portal with the username/password – Click the 'PQQs/ITTs Open to All Suppliers' link. Click on the relevant PQQ/ITT to access the content – Click the 'Express Interest' button in the 'Actions' box on the left-hand side of the page – This will move the PQQ/ITT into your 'My PQQs/My ITTs' page. (This is a secure area reserved for your projects only) – You can now access any attachments by clicking the 'Settings and Buyer Attachments' in the 'Actions' box.
3. Responding to this procurement – You can now choose to 'Reply' or 'Reject' (please give a reason if rejecting) – You can now use the 'Messages' function to communicate with the Authorities and seek any clarification – Note the deadline for completion, then follow the onscreen instructions to complete the PQQ/ITT – There may be a mixture of online & offline actions for you to perform (there is detailed online help available). You must then publish your reply using the publish button in the 'Actions' box on the left-hand side of the page. If you require any further assistance please consult the online help, or contact the eTendering help desk. (available on UK: 0800 368 4850 (Mon-Fri, 08:00 am until 06:00 pm).
Applicants are advised that the Authorities are subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR). If an Applicant considers that any of the information supplied as part of this procurement procedure should not be disclosed because of its commercial sensitivity, confidentiality or otherwise, it must, when providing this information, clearly identify the specific information it does not wish to be disclosed and clearly specify the reasons for its sensitivity. The Authorities shall take such statements into consideration in the event that it receives a request pursuant to FOIA or EIR which relates to the information provided by the Applicant. However, if the information is requested the Authorities may be obliged under FOIA and/or EIR to disclose such information, irrespective of the Applicant's wishes. Please note that it is not sufficient to include a statement of confidentiality encompassing all the information provided in the response.
The Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of Employment) Regulations 2006, the Acquired Rights Directive, the UK Government's Code of Practice on Workforce Matters (ODPM Circular 03/2003) may apply to the contract.
VI.4) PROCEDURES FOR APPEAL
VI.4.1) Body responsible for appeal procedures: High Court, Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, UK-London WC2A 2LL. Tel. +44 2079476000.
VI.4.2) Lodging of appeals: Precise information on deadline(s) for lodging appeals: In accordance with regulation 32 (Information about contract award procedures) and regulation 47 (Enforcement of obligations) of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006.
VI.5) DATE OF DISPATCH OF THIS NOTICE: 19.11.2009.

