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Photo op:  'Recycling not Stanway MBT Disposal' demo on County Hall steps, 9.45am, Friday 28th September before decision by ECC's Development & Control committee. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STANWAY CORY APPLICATION TO ECC TOMORROW?  WHERE IS ALL THIS RUBBISH COMING FROM?  WHERE IS IT ALL GOING TO?  AND WHY? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  a.. Last year the twelve Essex districts' total municipal waste was less than 700,000 tonnes (698,667 tonnes), of which we recycled 36%, rising from 32% the year before.  A total of less than 450,000 tonnes (446,314 tonnes) was landfilled.   
  b.. At the recent 'Environmental Summit' at Lawford, Lord Hanningfield said Essex were aiming to recycle 60%.  This would leave around 280,000 tonnes p.a. to landfill. 
  c.. The Mersea area trial reached 60% in 2002 without collecting foodwaste, which is now being strongly supported by the Government.  Some councils in the UK are recycling and composting 50% or more already.  The Government has now set UK targets for 40% recycling by 2010 and 50% recycling by 2020.   
  d.. Over the past eight years the annual rise in waste in Essex was 0.6% p.a.  Defra figures show that nationally over the past two years municipal waste dropped. 
So why have Essex county and district councils applied for a PFI bid for 28.5 year contracts including two massive MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) waste disposal plants for a total of a million tonnes p.a. at Rivenhall Airfield and Basildon?   

After the May local elections it was shown the Outline Business Case for the PFI bid  included an incinerator for 250,000 tonnes of MBT residues called SRF (Solid Recovered Fuel) or RDF (Refuse Derived Fuel) pellets, breaking the 'no incineration' pledge given by Lord Hanningfield.  This could be on any of the identified waste disposal sites but is put at Rivenhall 'for modelling purposes' 

And why are officers tomorrow also recommending approval for a Cory 25-year contract for a further 300,000 tonnes p.a. at Stanway?   
  a.. This massive overprovision is going to cost council taxpayers huge amounts and lock us into longterm disposal contracts which will stop high recycling and composting.   
  b.. It is far cheaper to provide separate kerbside collections of garden waste, all recyclables and foodwaste, sorted at the kerb, for local baling and composting.   
  c.. Recycling will cut climate change gases, save money, energy and global resources. 
  d.. Separated kerbside collections will support our UK reprocessors with the clean recyclate they need.  It will provide more local jobs.   
  e.. Two-thirds of municipal waste is biodegradable - mainly garden waste, paper, card and food - which should all be collected at the kerb for composting and recycling.   
  f.. This will comply with the Landfill Directive statutory requirements to reduce biodegradable waste (biowaste) sent to landfill:  by a quarter in 2010, by a half by 2015 and by two-thirds by 2020.  It will avoid the UK so-called LATS fines.   
  g.. By the end of 2008 the UK is required by the Packaging Directive to recycle 60% of paper, card and glass, 50% of metals and 22.5% of plastics.  Last year the UK glass recycling rate dropped from 38% to 33% because of councils collecting mixed glass instead of separated colours. 
Cory's application at Stanway for a massive MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment) plant is for 250,000 tonnes p.a. of 'residual' rubbish left over after kerbside collections for recycling and composting.  A separate Anaerobic Digestion plant for 50,000 tonnes p.a. of garden and food waste is also proposed, wasting the compost as landfill cover at the site. 

MBT shreds and dries rubbish.  It destroys valuable recyclable and compostable resources.  Cory says MBT reduces the weight by 20%, leaving 200,000 tonnes to landfill each year for 25 years at Stanway Hall Quarry which has no current landfill permission.   

The landfill will require normal landfill liners, methane and leachate controls.  They say it will need 200,000 tonnes p.a. landfilled for a further 9 years to fill the void after the MBT plants are removed.   

ECC has recently officially supported an 80% reduction in climate change gases by 2050.  This whole scheme will perpetuate polluting HGV movements, increasing climate change gases.  Landfilling shredded and destroyed valuable resources will hinder the vital recycling and composting we need to cut climate change gases. 

Almost all waste disposal companies and Defra point out that it is far too costly to pay for MBT plants and then to pay to landfill the 80% residues from MBT, hence the 'incineration by the back door' scenario where 'incineration' is opposed. 

The SRF incinerator was placed at Rivenhall 'for modelling purposes only'.  The Waste Plan permits incinerators for RDF pellets or 'massburn' incinerators for black bag rubbish on any of the six Essex identified waste disposal sites including Stanway and Sandon. 

The notorious Byker incinerator in Newcastle burnt RDF from MBT and illegally spread the ash on allotment and park paths.  The subsequent tests on the ash showed some of the highest dioxin and heavy metals in the world.  The incinerator was closed and the chimney pulled down.  Val Barton of local group BanWaste has come to speak about Byker at many of our public meetings and conferences in Essex. 

