BANNG says Essex is not the Place for a Nuclear Dump
Blackwater Against New Nuclear Build (BANNG) has warned against local councils taking up the Government’s offer to host a deep geological repository to take all the country’s most dangerous high level radioactive wastes. The Government is about to invite local communities across the country to express an interest in the possibility with a view to eventually entering into partnership with the nuclear industry and government to develop the project.
In the past Essex has been earmarked for nuclear dumps.  During the 1980s local communities supported by the County Council prevented a shallow repository for low level wastes at the Bradwell site.  Later, Nirex, the nuclear waste company identified sites in Essex for a possible deep disposal repository for high level wastes. Since its closure in 2002 Bradwell has been the focus of decommissioning and clean up of nuclear waste, a process that may last a hundred years.

Now there is the possibility of a new nuclear station which will create a further legacy of waste, in radioactivity six times as much as the old station.  And, the highly radioactive waste will be left on site, waiting for the repository which may be fifty to a hundred years away.
Chair of BANNG, Prof. Andy Blowers said: ‘BANNG is deeply concerned at the idea of a deep repository for high level wastes on top of the wastes already at Bradwell and the huge amounts that would come with a new power station. What we need is an early clean up of the Bradwell site and a commitment not to build a new station on a vulnerable estuary which should be protected. Essex is a county under great pressure with the expansion of Stansted, port development at Harwich, Thames Gateway and possible new nuclear development.  A deep repository for nuclear waste would be a step too far in this county'.
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Note to Editors:

Andy Blowers was a member of the Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) which recommended a way forward for managing the nation’s legacy of nuclear waste.  He is now Chair of Blackwater Against New Nuclear Group (BANNG)
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