Notes on how to respond to the consultation on the draft National Policy Statement on Nuclear Power Generation (EN-6)

We have been asked by supporters to provide some guidance for individuals on how to respond to the above consultation.  It is not possible to be totally definitive about this but below are some ideas.

How to respond

There is a list of questions that the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has provided for the consultation.  There is no need to answer all the questions.  It is not obligatory to answer the questions as set – you may respond in whatever way you wish. Where you do intend to provide answers to the questions , you do not need to provide long answers but to convey the key points that you wish to make.  The questions can be found at:  www.energynpsconsultation.decc.gov.uk
How to prepare

We suggest that you should try to read at least the chapter on Bradwell in the National Policy Statement on Nuclear Power Generation (EN-6). The Bradwell chapter is on pages 62 – 81.  You may also be interested in Annex A:  Imperative Reasons of Overrriding Public Interest (IROPI).  If you can, have a look, too, at the Site Reports in the Assessment of Sustainability and Habitats Regulations documents.  All these documents can be found at the website above.   Along the top of the main page are the various energy sources.  Click on Nuclear.  On the page that comes up,  look down the list on the lefthand side where you will find A Summary of documents associated with the draft NPS.  You can adjust the size by using the – or + signs. 

Useful Information

The BANNG written evidence to the House of Commons Energy and Climate Change Committee and the written evidence to that Committee from the Nuclear Consultation Group (prepared by Andy Blowers, who is Co-chair of the Group) should provide some helpful information.  Both these documents are attached.

What to say

Please include criticism of the consultation process:  it is intolerably difficult, biased and in favour of nuclear.  Three quarters of all the documentation relating to the National Policy Statements concern nuclear power and are slanted in favour.  Also include criticism of the public consultation through the DECC Exhibition and public meetings.  Let your feelings be known.  There is a great deal of criticism from many quarters about the lack of public consultation and your criticisms will add weight to this.  Please ask for a separate consultation on the proposed long-term storage of highly radioactive spent fuel at the Bradwell site (until the end of the 22nd century).

You should also point out why the Bradwell site is unacceptable.  You may wish to focus on one or more issues, including: flooding, radioactive waste, impact on the estuary, wildlife, fishing, etc., emergency planning, proximity to population, etc.

